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BOOK EEYIEWS. 



Jambs Rumsey, the Inventor of the Steamboat. A paper. By Mr. 
George M. Beltzhoover, Jr. The West Virginia Historical and Anti- 
quarian Society's Publication. 

The contribution made by Virginia to science is scarcely rivalled by 
her contribution to statesmanship and politics. Three names among the 
great inventors entitle her to a first rank in the scientific world: James 
Rumsey, inventor of the steamboat; Leander J. McCormick, inventor of 
the reaper, and Matthew F. Maury, who voiced the winds and currents 
of the sea to the ships of all the world. 

Historical Sketches and Reminiscences or the Octogenarian. By 
Thomas L. Preston. B. F. Johnson Publishing Co., Richmond. 
This book is invaluable, as it embraces an account of the settle- 
ment of Southwest Virginia and gives much history of the Prestons, 
Pattons, Floyds, Campbells and other families of that region of country. 
No one was more competent for the work than Col. Preston, whose rich 
reminiscences have been carefully verified by the records of the County 
Court. The author is a brother of the distinguished orators, William 
C. Preston and John S. Preston, of South Carolina, formerly of Vir- 
ginia. The picture of the early life on the frontier is drawn in an ad- 
mirable manner. 

The Southern Workman. Founded by General Armstrong in 1872 and 
published monthly by the Hampton Normal and Agricultural Insti- 
tute. 

This is a sixty-four page magazine, devoted to the interests of the 
black and red races of this country and to the work done for them at this 
school. It is full of interesting articles. The August number contains 
a capital article on "Life in the Seventeenth Century," being third in 
a series by Miss J. E. Davis on the "Lower Virginia Peninsula." Miss 
Davis' grasp of the conditions of Virginia life is hardly subject to 
criticism, being remarkably fair and conservative. She appears to have 
been very successful in presenting most of the characteristic features of 
Virginia society. 

Sketch of Judge John B. Christian. By Judge George L. Christian. 

The occasion of this sketch was the presentation of a portrait of 
John B. Christian to the Circuit Court of Essex county. It is well 
written, and contains valuable information. 

The Texas Frontier, 1820-1825. By Lester G. Bugbee. From the pub- 
lications of the Southern Historical Association. 



